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must be from your supposing your arguments to be weak and inconclusive. But, Sir, that is not enough. An argument which does not convince yourself, may convince the Judge to whom you urge it: and if it does convince him, why, then, Sir, you are wrong, and he is right. It is his business to judge; and you are not to be confident in your own opinion that a cause is bad, but to say all you can for your client, and then hear the Judge's opinion.' Bos-WELL. ' But, Sir, does not affecting a warmth when you have no warmth, and appearing to be clearly of one opinion when you are in reality of another opinion, does not such dissimulation impair one's honesty? Is there not some danger that a lawyer may put on the same mask in common life, in the intercourse with his friends ?' JOHNSON. ' Why no, Sir. Everybody knows you are paid for affecting warmth for your client; and it is, therefore, properly no dissimulation: the moment you come from the bar you resume your usual behaviour. Sir, a man will no more carry the artifice of the bar into the common intercourse of society, than a man who is paid for tumbling upon his hands will continue to tumble upon his hands when he should walk on his feet1.'
Talking of some of the modern plays, he said False Delicacy was totally void of character2. He praised Goldsmith's
1 See Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 15,1773, for a discussion of the same question. Lord Eldon has recorded (Life, \. 106), that when he first went the Northern Circuit (about 1776-1780), he asked Jack Lee (post, March 20,1778), who was not scrupulous in his advocacy, whether his method could be justified. 'Oh, yes/ he said, 'undoubtedly. Dr. Johnson had said that counsel were at liberty to state, as the parties themselves would state, what it was most for their interest to state.' After some interval, and when he had had his evening bowl of milk punch and two or three pipes of tobacco, he suddenly said, 'Come, Master Scott, let us go to bed. I have been thinking upon the questions that you asked me, and I am not quite so sure that the conduct you represented will bring a man peace at the last.' Lord Eldon, after stating pretty nearly what Johnson had said, continues:—' But it may be questioned whether even this can be supported.'
3 Garrick brought out Hugh Kelly's False Delicacy at Drury Lane six days before Goldsmith's Good-Natured Man was brought out at
Good-Naturcdof Dr. Johnson.'Esq., arrived from Scotland at his lodgings in Half-Moon Street, Piccadilly.' Ib. March 24,1768. Prior's Goldsmith, i. 449.
